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Grant helps preserve historic photo collection
Grand Valley’s Special 
Collections and Archives is 
working to identify thousands 
of new photos that are part of a 
significant historical collection, 
thanks to a preservation grant 
from the R.B. Annis Educational 
Foundation. 
The photos are part of the D.J. 
Angus photo collection, which 
includes more than 10,000 
photographs and 6,000 feet of 
film that Angus took between 
1920-1960.
Angus explored the U.S. and 
Mexico with his brother, F.C. 
Angus, and R.B. Annis on family 
vacations and month-long 
camping trips in the 1920s and 
1930s. He captured on film 
timeless images, including 
construction of the Hoover 
Dam, Mount Rushmore, cliff dwellings in the American southwest, and 
geysers, lava fields, canyons, and craters at would-be national parks before 
they were off-limits to visitors. 
Originally acquired by the university in 1986, the collection was in danger 
of being damaged by time when University Archivist Nancy Richard 
started to digitize some of the prints in 2007. Fearing the negatives would 
be lost forever, she applied for a National Endowment for the Humanities 
grant to ascertain how much it would cost to preserve. Then, with the 
encouragement from Chuck Angus, Annis Foundation board member 
and nephew of D.J. Angus, she applied for a grant from the R.B. Annis 
Educational Foundation to preserve the materials. 
Richard said the preservation is significant because the collection is no 
longer at risk, with a master archival copy and thousands of prints now in 
the online digital collection. The collection also gives researchers access 
to more identifiable images in a more user-friendly format.
Once the grant was received to preserve the photo collection, Chuck 
Angus also donated family papers to the university, including family 
correspondence and letters from his father, F.C. Angus, from Camp Custer 
and France during World War I.
The physical preservation of the materials was completed by SceneSavers, 
an archival services company focused on restoring and reformatting 
historical film. 
The grant from the R.B. Annis Educational Foundation covered all of the 
roughly $25,000 in costs to preserve the historic collection.
For more information on the University Archives, visit gvsu.edu/library/
specialcollections.
Across Campus
Davis receives grant to 
study how Alzheimer’s 
patients navigate
A nursing faculty member received a National 
Institutes of Health grant to continue 
researching how patients with Alzheimer’s 
disease use visual cues to navigate their living 
areas.
Rebecca Davis, associate professor of nursing, 
received a $316,073 grant to conduct a study 
with area senior citizens using virtual reality to 
see how they find their way to a destination.
Davis said many retirement and continuing 
care facilities have non-descript and confusing 
interiors, making it difficult for some residents 
to remember how to get back to their rooms. 
“It’s a serious problem in some homes; some 
buildings have hallways that are one-third of 
a mile long,” Davis said. 
“Our studies have found 
that older people do well 
with cues, which are 
common and familiar 
objects placed in the 
hallways.”
During the study, which 
will likely begin in the 
winter, participants 
will wear eye-tracking 
glasses and mentally 
walk through a virtual 
reality environment projected on a 12-foot 
screen. One destination will be marked with 
colorful cues, another will not.
For the study, Davis plans to recruit 40 people 
who are in the early stages of Alzheimer’s 
disease and 40 people over age 61 who do 
not have the disease. She is working closely 
with Cindy Beel-Bates, associate professor of 
nursing, who is an expert in dementia, and Dr. 
Kevin Foley, medical director for Saint Mary’s 
Alzheimer’s disease and memory disorder 
program. 
This project follows an initial study that 
Davis led five years ago, funded by the John 
A. Hartford Foundation, which found visual 
cues to be effective in helping senior citizens 
navigate their environments.
Writing Center offers 
support to faculty, staff
It’s not only students with writing assignments 
who can receive support at the Fred Meijer 
Center for Writing and Michigan Authors.
Faculty and staff members can get professional 
feedback on their dissertations, book or grant 
Photos of the Hoover Dam construction and 
others taken by D.J. Angus are now part of 
the university’s digital collection.
continues on page 2
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Victoria Powers, program 
advisor, Educational 
Support Program
For Victoria Powers, her experience as a first-
generation college student in a family of migrant 
workers has helped her relate to the struggles of 
students in similar situations and develop close 
relationships with them in the process. 
Powers, originally from Ionia, earned a 
bachelor’s degree in public administration from 
Grand Valley in 1999 and then a master’s degree 
in educational technology in 2005.
Powers serves as a program advisor for the 
Educational Support Program. In that role, she 
provides holistic advising to first-generation, 
underrepresented students who may have 
barriers to their education. 
“Holistic advising is a beneficial way for 
students to receive support for all areas of their 
college career, while addressing the barriers 
that could prevent them from excelling and 
receiving their degree,” 
said Powers. 
Powers said the part of 
her job she enjoys the 
most is the relationships 
she is able to form with 
students from the start of 
their academic career at 
Grand Valley until they 
graduate. 
“It’s amazing that I 
am able to watch that 
transformation take 
place,” said Powers. “It is so satisfying to know 
that I am able to help and share in their journey. 
I can’t even put it into words what it’s like to see 
them walk across the stage at graduation.”
Powers also enjoys spending time with her 
family and watching football. She and her 
husband purchase season tickets to the Lakers 
games every year. 
GVFaces
proposals, or other 
forms of writing. 
Michelle Sanchez, 
professional writing 
consultant, will 
provide one-on-one 
consultations.
Sanchez has worked 
at the center for six 
years; she earned 
bachelor’s and 
master’s degrees in 
English language and 
literature from Grand 
Valley.
Ellen Schendel, 
director of the center and interim associate dean of Brooks College of 
Interdisciplinary Studies, said the consultations grew from other center 
initiatives for faculty and staff members, like the popular writing retreats 
and Faculty Fridays, a five-hour block of writing time, with support 
available, at the center.
Schendel said the Pew Faculty Teaching and Learning Center, and Center 
for Scholarly and Creative Excellence recognized the importance of 
faculty scholarly writing and helped support Sanchez’s position.
More information is online at www.gvsu.edu/wc, click on “Support for 
Faculty/Staff Writers.”
Volunteers help during Day of Caring
A dozen Grand Valley volunteers participated in the United Way Day of 
Caring September 16. Day of Caring is the largest one-day volunteering 
event in Michigan. This year Grand Valley participants were involved in 
two service projects.
Six Grand Valley volunteers pulled weeds on a green roof at the West 
Michigan Environmental Action Council in Grand Rapids. Six other 
Grand Valley volunteers donated time at the Alpha Women’s Center in 
Grand Rapids. 
There is still time to register for training for the United Way Schools 
of Hope Tutoring and Training Program, which is listed as a Healthy 
Choices option. Schools of Hope represents the Heart of West Michigan 
United Way’s literacy strategy to close the reading achievement gap 
between third-grade students in Grand Rapids Public Schools and those 
in Kent County’s highest scoring districts. 
Training dates are October 2 at the Kirkhof Center and October 4 at the 
Pew Grand Rapids Campus. Register at www.gvsu.edu/seminar.  
Grand Valley’s United Way campaign will run from October 8-19. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/unitedway for more information.
Assistant professor selected for  
Mawby Fellowship
Heather Carpenter, assistant professor of public, 
nonprofit and health administration, was selected 
as the faculty fellow of the Russel G. Mawby 
Fellowships in Philanthropic Studies.
Carpenter will work with two students to 
complete a study during the fellowship. In her 
proposal to the Mawby Fellowships Selection 
Committee, Carpenter said she plans to develop 
and administer a comprehensive assessment of 
the technical assistance and management support 
needs of West Michigan nonprofit organizations. 
The plan will help guide the work of the Johnson 
Center for Philanthropy’s Nonprofit Services program, and could also 
make a broad contribution to knowledge and scholarship about nonprofit 
organizations.
This will be the third needs assessment of the West Michigan area 
nonprofit sector in 14 years. Similar studies were conducted in 1998 and 
2007.
continued from page 1
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Photo by Amanda Pitts
Michelle Sanchez, professional writing consultant, works 
with Kate Stoetzner in the Writing Center.
Heather Carpenter
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Screenings continue 
for Healthy Choices
Faculty and staff members can still participate 
in Healthy Choices. Biometric screenings 
will take place October 1-5 on campus, or 
participants can make an appointment with 
their health care professional.
To be eligible for the incentive program, 
participants must also complete an online 
health risk assessment; the deadline is    
October 31.
Visit www.gvsu.edu/healthwellness, click on 
“Healthy Choices,” for more information.
Women’s Center hosts 
Silent Witness program
October is Domestic Violence Awareness 
Month and the Women’s Center is hosting a 
proactive event to bring awareness to the issue. 
In honor of the Michigan women and their 
family members who have died as a result of 
dating and domestic violence, the center will 
host its ninth annual Silent Witness Program.
The event is set for Tuesday, October 2, in the 
Kirkhof Center, room 2263, from noon-1 p.m. 
The exhibit will feature Silent Witness figures 
each telling the story of a woman or child 
who has died in the past year as a result of 
relationship violence. 
Presidential campaign 
manager to speak
Patti Solis Doyle, campaign manager for Hillary 
Clinton in 2008, was the first Hispanic woman 
to lead a presidential campaign. She will give a 
presentation on Wednesday, October 3, as part 
of the Professionals of Color Lecture Series 
sponsored by the Office of Multicultural Affairs.
Solis Doyle’s presentation, “Women and 
Minorities in the Political Arena,” will take 
place from 4-5:30 p.m. in the Cook-DeWitt 
Center on the Allendale Campus. She will 
discuss why there aren’t many women 
campaign managers and fewer people of color 
in those roles.
In her role as campaign manager for Clinton, 
Solis Doyle worked to promote policies on 
children, health care and women’s issues. 
She was honored by Hispanic Magazine with 
the “2007 Latinas of Excellence Award,” and 
Hispanic Business Magazine named her one of 
America’s 100 Most Influential Hispanics. 
The event is in conjunction with Hispanic 
Heritage Month and is free and open to the 
public. For more information, visit www.gvsu.
edu/oma. 
Lecture to provide 
perspectives on ArtPrize
A lively discussion about Grand Rapids’ fourth 
annual ArtPrize international art competition 
is planned as the 2012 DeVos Art Lecture. 
“Perspectives on ArtPrize: Poet, Painter, 
Sculptor and More,” is set for Wednesday, 
October 3, in the DeVos Center, Loosemore 
Auditorium. A welcome reception will begin at 
5 p.m.; the lecture will be from 5:30-6:30 p.m. 
Panelists include Dana Friis-Hansen, Grand 
Rapids Art Museum director and CEO; Dan 
Gerber, poet and author; Charles McGee, a 
GVSU ArtPrize 2012 artist; and Jack Richard 
Smith, contemporary realist painter. Several 
pieces of Smith’s work are included in Grand 
Valley’s permanent collection. 
Henry Matthews, director of Galleries and 
Collections, will serve as moderator, and Marcia 
Haas, honorary chair, will give a welcome 
address.
The event is free and open to the public. For 
more information, call the Art Gallery at 
x12563.
Fall Arts event brings 
contemporary Japanese 
jewelry exhibit
A showcase of exceptional work by 
contemporary Japanese jewelry and 
metalsmithing 
students and 
their mentors 
from Hiko 
Mizuno 
College of 
Jewelry in 
Tokyo will be 
featured at 
the Fall Arts 
Celebration 
Art Gallery 
exhibition.
“Forged in 
Metal: Deshi/
Shishou 
Mentee/Mentor” opens Thursday, October 4, 
in the Performing Arts Center, Art Gallery. An 
opening reception, open to the public and free, 
is planned from 5-7 p.m. A discussion with a 
student and faculty member from the college is 
set for Tuesday, October 9, at 11 a.m. in the Art 
Gallery.
The exhibition is co-curated by Renee Zettle-
Sterling, associate professor of art and design, 
and James Bove, associate professor of art at 
California University of Pennsylvania. They 
continue a valued cultural and informational 
exchange that began when they both visited 
the Japanese school in 2007 for a Bove-curated 
exhibition of American artists that included 
Zettle-Sterling.
The co-curators again traveled to the Japanese 
college in May to select faculty and student 
works from each of the school’s seven areas of 
jewelry study. 
The exhibition will be on display until 
November 2. For more information, visit www.
gvsu.edu/fallarts, or call x12180.
Event will feature 
Indian music
Area Studies and other campus departments 
are co-sponsoring an evening of Indian classical 
music in collaboration with the West Michigan 
Bengali Cultural Association. 
Pandit Shantanu Bhattacharyya will perform 
with other musicians on Sunday, October 7, 
at 6 p.m. in the DeVos Center, Loosemore 
Auditorium. The event is free and open to the 
public.
Steeve Buckridge, director of Area Studies, 
said the event will showcase Indian music, 
culture and dance. Shantanu Bhattacharyya has 
traveled extensively to perform music and has 
received numerous Indian awards.
Other campus co-sponsors are Honors College, 
History, Music, School of Communication and 
Liberal Studies. Call Area Studies at x18110 
with questions.
Intercultural discussion 
groups forming
The Inclusion and Equity Division is launching 
a new program, “Intercultural Communities of 
Practice,” in which groups of faculty and staff 
members with different cultural backgrounds 
participate in discussions led by facilitators.
The goals of the ICP are to develop a deeper 
understanding of diverse perspectives and 
practices, to foster equality and to enhance 
creative processes. Groups are forming and 
meetings will begin next week.
Jeanne Arnold, vice president for Inclusion and 
Equity Division, said: “We are always striving 
to implement programs to help Grand Valley 
reach its inclusion goals. We believe the ICP 
will be another step in that direction.”
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar and click on 
“Inclusion and Equity” to view ICP meetings. 
Questions can be directed to Krystal Vanden 
Bosch, x12672 or vandkrys@gvsu.edu.
Workshops on grant 
writing planned
The Office of Sponsored Programs will host 
several workshops on grant writing.
Space is limited for the workshops, conducted 
by David Bauer, now offered in half-day 
sessions.
• How to Find and Win Federal Grants: October 
11, 8 a.m.-noon; or October 12, 1-5 p.m.
• How to Find and Win Corporate and 
Foundation Grants: October 12, 8 a.m.-noon.
Call x16826 with questions, or send an email to 
grants@gvsu.edu.
 
What’s Ahead
‘Forged in Metal: Deshi/Shishou 
Mentee/Mentor’ opens October 4.
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Sketches
Biology professors Michael P. Lombardo 
and Patrick A. Thorpe co-wrote an article, 
“Spatiotemporal Patterns in Nest Box 
Occupancy by Tree Swallows across North 
America,” published in Avian Conservation & 
Ecology. 
Jeremiah Cataldo, assistant professor of 
Honors College, wrote a book, Breaking 
Monotheism: Yehud and the Material Formation 
of Monotheistic Identity, published by T&T 
Clark/Continuum/Bloomsbury. 
Xandra Xu, professor of psychology, wrote 
an article, “Developmental Methylmercury 
Exposure Affects Avoidance Learning 
Outcomes in Adult Zebrafish,” published in the 
Journal of Toxicology and Environmental Health 
Sciences, and a chapter, “Assessing Learning 
and Memory though the Active Avoidance 
Paradigm,” published in a book, Zebrafish 
Protocols for Neurobehavioral Research.
Lihua Huang, assistant professor of social 
work, co-wrote an article, “Gendered 
Immigration: Implications and Impact on 
Social Work Education,” published in Advance 
in Social Work.
Paul Wittenbraker, associate professor of art 
and design, was a panelist at the State Bar of 
Michigan’s Annual Meeting discussing the role 
of public art in the creative economy.
David Alvarez, associate professor of English, 
wrote a review essay on a retrospective exhibit 
of the work of Yto Barrada at the University 
of Chicago, published in Tingis Redux. He 
also co-hosted a seminar, “Afterlives of 
Colonialism,” at the East-West Center of the 
University of Hawaii at Manoa.
John Kilbourne, professor of movement 
science, wrote an article, “Having Faith in 
Physical Education,” published in P.E.Links4u: 
Promoting Active & Healthy Lifestyles. 
Ben Lockerd, professor of English, gave an 
invited lecture, “Beyond Politics: T. S. Eliot 
and Christopher Dawson on Religion and 
Culture,” as part of the Distinguished Lecturer 
Series at Wyoming Catholic College in Lander, 
Wyoming.
Faculty and Staff Sketches
General Events
Mon., Oct. 1
8 p.m.: Artist-Faculty Series: Mark R. 
Williams, Trombone; Jun Okada, piano. 
CDC. Call x13484 for more information.
Tues., Oct. 2  
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinic. 
1104 KC.
Noon: United Way Schools of Hope Training 
Program. 1142 KC. Call x12215 for more 
information.
Noon: Women’s Center hosts Silent Witness 
Program. 2263 KC. Call x12748 for more 
information.
1 p.m.: Geography hosts “Xinguanos: An 
Amazonian People, their History and 
Prehistory,” by Morgan Schmidt. 103 LTT. 
Call x13065 for more information.
Wed., Oct. 3
8:30 a.m.: Human Resources Excellence 
Series: “Social Media for Beginners,” by 
Leah Zuber and Nate Hoekstra. 340 BIK. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to register.
Noon: CSCE Brown Bag Lunch Series. “A 
Roadmap to Research Compliant with 
Federal Regulations,” by Paul Reitemeier. 
1104 KC. Visit www.gvsu.edu/seminar to 
register.
Noon: Allendale Toastmasters. 2201 KC. Visit 
www.gvsu.edu/toastmasters for more 
information.
3 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents: 
“Richard III: The Nuts and Bolts of the 
Business of Acting,” by Brian Russell. 1506 
PAC. Call x12300 to register.
4 p.m.: Hispanic Heritage Month Event: 
“Women and Minorities in the Political 
Arena,” by Patti Solis Doyle. CDC. Call 
x12177 for more information.
5 p.m.: DeVos Art Lecture Series: 
“Perspectives on ArtPrize.” Loosemore 
Auditorium, DEV. Call x12563 for more 
information.
Thurs., Oct. 4
7:30 a.m.: Downtown Toastmasters. University 
Club Room, DEV. Visit www.gvsu.edu/
toastmasters for more information.
10:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m.: Flu Vaccination Clinic. 
Building C, DEV. 
Noon: United Way Schools of Hope Training 
Program. 303C DEV. Call x12215 for more 
information.
5 p.m.: Opening Reception for “Forged in 
Metal.” Art Gallery, PAC. Call x12563 for 
more information.
5:30 p.m.: Family Fun Night. FH Arena. Call 
x12748 to register. 
Fri., Oct. 5 
Noon: Faculty Friday. 302E DEV. Call x12922 
for more information.
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents Bard to 
Go, “All’s Fair.” 2204 KC. Call x18176 for 
more information.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents 
“Richard III.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for 
more information. 
Sat., Oct. 6 
9 a.m.: Family Weekend 5K Run/Walk. KC. 
Visit www.gvsu.edu/rec for information.
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents “Richard 
III.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more infor-
mation.
7:30 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents 
“Richard III.” Pre-show discussion at 6:45 
p.m. LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more infor-
mation.  
Sun., Oct. 7 
2 p.m.: Shakespeare Festival presents “Richard 
III.” LAT, PAC. Call x12300 for more infor-
mation.
6 p.m.: Area Studies hosts Indian Classical 
Music. Loosemore Auditorium, DEV. Call 
x18110 for more information.
Sports
Wed., Oct. 3
3 p.m.: Women’s Tennis hosts Ferris State 
University.
Fri., Oct. 5
3 p.m.: Men’s Tennis, GVSU Invitational. 
Jenison High School.
7 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Lake Erie College.
Sat., Oct. 6
9 a.m.: Men’s Tennis, GVSU Invitational. 
Jenison High School.
1 p.m.: Swimming and Diving, Blue & White 
IntraSquad Meet.
4 p.m.: Volleyball hosts Ashland University.
7 p.m.: Football hosts Ferris State University.
